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Which Comes First: Rights or Obligations?
A Revelation on Human Rights Education Through the
Argumentation of Asian Values

Yu-Nan Su”

The clash between Asian values and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
implies a crucial revelation regarding the universality and relativity of the human rights
concept. Various issues on rights and obligations are notions critical to human rights
education, which warrant further discussion. The concept of Asian values has not been
introduced in Taiwan's human rights education and is the subject of this study. Located in
East Asia and immersed in the cultural values and traditional virtues of Confucianism, the
people of Taiwan may opt to analyze the connotations of Asian values to carefully consider
the order of priorities between rights and obligations, the ranking of values between
economic development and human rights, and the compromise between personal freedom
and communitarianism. By examining Asian values and the Confucian culture commended

by these values, the concept of human rights education were revisited and re-explored.
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Hi McLuhan (1964) "3thERA | Bl E] " 50 | BESFmE R e &
20 AENBET|RE H AT aS o U RS - HIH B AEES 4% 0 1
[ RS e AR (B (R R Ao B S R A e - BRI &8 B ity AR S E IR
PE—AR&E Mgt - B A B B AR AR HEEE R T SRR
HH S BLESAVERS - RS o 21BN AR Z P B B PR AR S IR SR
LA - HIEIN R AT E PR B S bARGE EIR - DLEESER » PRy EE i & 5y
Wad AT FYEE S S B 20 AR - MR AT (B R A R R U (E
ERET - FEHEIT AMERESETERIT - R AR Z S s B MEA LY
)\H¥Tﬁ¥$V§AJ GHSTT > 2006 3 Z=0f > 2002 5 (&4 » 1997 5 YREIA - 1988 5 U4l
e > 1986 ) - HE[M R R FREIRZ B AMEBE I B ST 2 AR T ot il T OF
2L > 2009 5 AREE » 2006) © fEREAE - BLEHE PR BR A4 LA £ R =
WIELS ~ ERZE ~ Tifi ~ REMEERES - EAERLS A5E B R 2 BN AT
HYSZAL ST - 2 AEEL SRR 2 R U EARE - AR L R (ny e A
B4l (5 AMEE =) (The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights -
UDHR) FfZEtidVE B ERERE - ANCPEFHES - (EaNEE VBN 2l
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ESPIRGL O FE R E T AL TRTFAERATG Y AR AL L RRE -
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Gewirth, 1982, p.1) th—HEFIZITEAL " N VB ZA - Hith A 520
R AN SR - AEYIEZARAER - AT EARE MBS A AR EEZ
BE  EAHEEMEEE TN - HILEEFRAFT SIS D8RS, B ARy E
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David Kelly FH. 2 " E{E A —(EooN{E{E | (Freedom as an Asian value) 1
DARy » BEZAE AL S — B ARG EAE F B B i s B R A & (H IR A
RETEMR A NS » WEICEE I B Vet — B E R R EISCA » HREIE Ry
o SRV EEE4E 38 (As a major conduit to East Asia of Buddhism ) - HET
SRR H AR 2 R BREEE L EEH A RN LEH
2 ARG Z BRI < TERA S R B B AR [F] ~ 2R R S R AR P 4
W EE TR e o HOE R AT A Y B R R A 182 (antinomianism ) K51 -
B EAEFHI R AR Z i ARE(E(E (Kelly, 2000, pp.187-195) - FrLAFPEHERLE
1993 G EI TH FLAMER & 1 Frg A Rt AREZ il » ] DA e T B AR
7

AL R F B A 0 B BRI A € B s D B
v ERET O RN 2 R RIS AR 2 R & BRI
LR R BIFE A ey B 2 A F o T R A IR 2
2R B P A% F (Tang, 1995, p.214 ; 5|H Svensson, 2000, p.209) -

HE EBURE AR Ry — (N (L HEAE 2 sl - (E[RIRF th 23 T B R
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FRES > (RN A= P 7 B BB ARG E E s - (FEF IR S I E RN —
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FEHEERTIER  Tah T s AP AR Rp e & T g P B4 iy
B EAL DI B2 F o AL G B A LR o A RIER AL TGRS T
g kenif @ o (FOUHE > 2000 0 H 570-571) - EFEAE LHYES > BEE
EMEAREEE S - &2 aoMNEI SR B8 B Gt E B RS MRy SRS P
FE AR FRAYEm AL - oNE S DU EAE S EF A T

oMNEEEAAE EFER - 82 i anNEOR SRR AR » B E
R (AN B A S RSN E O O ERFEPE TV EIE - TR BRIP4 SAE THY
1B - JERRTZ 1960 FFAGEE » a2 B n B AR P o B K B R AR EE AR 2 RIS Y
Al > EEEOR ERVEThtsR(L T B B S BHVETRE - SOBHIRCR AL TR EEE]E R
FIEERE © FE - 312 n NS R TE T E(E A SRR - BILIENfERT4EEE Suharto
HIPE T R FAYHEEY © B APETEAT4EEE Mahathir Mohamad 75 5[5 75 [E] 14 40 R FE R
LR - BLURE B — BB EMREE LTSS s M SO HTT - PRE
BREEMGE - HgEE TZIEEYE ) (illegitimate) HY/NZ - ISR/ NZEEFH A
RENIE CHY LB IhIR4ESS - SRkl - ZFE T EREREN— B REZ — TR
RIS E B/ VA Michael Fay fEfTIISE BHUIRE 2 E R 285 © T 2 W72 )
REFBEAFL > RIBAAITHERE {gﬁk{; AR B R RS R AR )
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XK TEZ AT REAY T B 1 7= B A BURL - (e REIEnIBIP T » $UERACR
BH TEIBEA(CER, - BREERN VAR - S5—J7H - sRNEIZ A RIS
bR % > MHEBIRTE TR - HEG R EE - SEE T ESORERR - @ 7HE
5 FRMEBH R ESEENE O - B REREEN S IE AR £ 2R e
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B SN EE S SR E 2FE T oM AMEE R, (Asian Human Rights
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PRV 8 (B E A A ARTAE > BN EEEEEKER - SR H R ERE
PR » 40 Marx (1979) i @ TR 2 oAz Ak § chig gt 2
d AR AT ik § Y g R o SN [FI BRI SAY IR S S BB K
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Voices: The Bangkok NGO Declaration on Human Rights) o &% 3 ¢ £ 3,7 $ % £
Bendhy s 2 feiem b 1994 #en T LW A4 R ¢ (Asian Human Rights
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