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Indicator-Based Evaluation of Special Education Practices
for Students with Disabilities in Taiwan

Tien-Miau Wang & Chun-Jung Huang®

Based on some indicators on educational provision for students with disabilities, this
study intends to investigate what resources and services are provided for students with
disabilities across different levels of education in Taiwan and who receives such services. A
questionnaire was designed to collect data from city/county educational authorities in the
school year of 2007and selected data in Special Education Transmit Net were analyzed. It
was found that approximately 2.3% of students recieving compulsory education have
disabilities, and were mostly identified as having developmental delays, intellectual
disabilities, or learning disabilities. The male-female ratio was reported to be 65:35. The
percentages of students with disabilities receiving special education in public schools were
about 33.6% at preschool, 98.8% at elementary and junior high, and 62.2% at senior high
levels. Most of the students with disabilities were placed in regular classes at all levels,
however, there were more itinerant specialist assistance in preschools, more resource room
programs provided in elementary and junior high schools, but 44% of students with
disabilities at senior high level were educated in special classes or special schools.
Approximately 91% of junior high school graduates with disabilities attended advanced
study in senior high schools. In terms of service accessibility in public schools, 9.6% of
preschools, 46.5% of elementary, 76.5% of junior high, and 23.5% of senior high schools
provided special education for students with disabilities. Variation of resources among
counties or cities has great impacts on what and how special education and related services
are delivered to children with disabilities. Some recommendations are offered to protect

rights to education for students with disabilities and to promote special education policy.

Keywords: educational indicators, special education, students with disabilities

* Tien-Miau Wang: Professor, Department of Special Education, Chung Yuan Christian
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