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The Campus Experiences and
Racial Identity Development of
Aboriginal and Han College Students in
a Multi-Racial Institute of Technology

Ruo-Lan Liu*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore and compare the campus experiences
and racial identity development of aboriginal and Han college students in a
multi-racial institute of technology.

The samples of the research were 215 aboriginal and 360 Han fourth-year female
students in a five-year nursing program in a multiracial institute of technology.

By using both quantitative and qualitative methods, the research data were
collected. The questionnaire used in the study consisted of the college campus
experience scale and racial identity development scale. After analyzing the quantitative
data, a qualitative interview was conducted to supplement the results that quantitative
survey could not obtain.

The findings of the research are as following:

1. The variables that the aboriginal college students scored significantly lower
than the Han college students are: academic involvement and interactions with Han
college students. The only one variable that the aboriginal college students scored
significantly higher is in interactions with aboriginal college students.

2. As for the relationship between campus experience and aboriginal college
student racial identity development, interactions with aboriginal college students has
significantly positive correlation with Internalization and Contact stages. Also,
participation in activities has a significant positive correlation with

Immersion/Emersion and Contact stages. Besides, social integration and participation

* Ruo-Lan Liu: Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Chang Gung Institute of
Technology
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in activities has a significant negative correlation with Preencounter stage.

3. For the relationship between campus experience and Han college student racial
identity development, interactions with aboriginal college students have a significant
positive correlation with Autonomy and Contact stages, but has a negative correlation
with Disintegration and Reintegration stage; the social integration and activity
participation has a significant positive correlation with Autonomy stage, but has a
negative correlation with Disintegration and Reintegration stage; academic
involvement and interactions with Han college students also has a significant positive
correlation with Autonomy stage. Finally, recommendations for practices are

presented.

Key words: aboriginal college students, Han college students, campus

experiences, racial identity development
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