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From Li and Gi to Discuss the Highest Good of
the Confucianists

Hsiu-Mei Teng"
ABSTRACT

‘The highest good’ is the term that Kant initiated, and its meaning is that there
must be lots of happiness to match with the perfect moral. This idea that developed
into Mr. Mou, Zong-San has turned into another meaning, the highest good of the
satisfactory religion.

To Mr. Mou's way of doing things, someone accepts, someone suspects, no matter
accept or suspect, all discuss around ‘happiness,’ the concept. This study argues that
Mr. Mou is indeed better than Kant, but he settled that the highest good on the concept
of happiness is not appropriate. If putting it on the relation of li and gi, then it will
infer that what is called the highest good has to base itself on the harmonious and
identical relation of li and gi. Thus we will omit a lot of unnecessary

misunderstandings, and express the great worth of the highest good.

Key words: the highest good, moral and existence, li and gi, quiet with an
open mind.

* Hsiu-Mei Teng: Assistant Professor, Liberal Education Center, Transworld Institute of
Technology
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