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Study on A. Schoenberg’s Three Pieces for Piano:
Op. 11, No. 3

Shwu-Ing Luoh®

ABSTRACT

Arnold Schoenberg is undoubtedly the most important and also controversial
composer in western music. In his musical career, from 1908 to the First World War,
his music has changed from tonality to atonality. The main purpose of this article is to
provide an analysis of his Three Pieces for Piano, Op 11, No. 3. This piece broke
away completely from the bind of tonality, and has entered into the sphere of atonality.
All the characters of this piece, the form, the melody, the harmony, the dynamics, the
range and the time signature, etc., will be analyzed. The comprehension of this piece
will help us to study the course of Schoenberg’s musical evolution and his musical

experiment in the field of atonality.

Key words: Arnold Schoenberg, Twelve Semitone, Atonality, Tonality,
Piano Solo

* Shwu-Ing Luoh: Adjunct Lecturer, Chinese Music Department, National Taiwan University
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