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Kindergarten Children’s Personal Narrative at
Sharing Time:
Contents, Styles, and Possible Meanings

Min-ling Tsai®
ABSTRACT

Based on 36 children’s personal narrative texts collected at sharing time in a
kindergarten class, this paper adapted Gee’s (2000) stanza analysis approach to explore
the contents, styles, and possible meanings of these narrative texts . These texts are
of three kinds in terms of the major contents. They are found to be constructed in six
different styles. The recurring themes or characteristics emerged of these personal
narrative are as follows: (a)Using home as a major reference point to organize the
world temporally and spatially; (b)Struggling between adhering to the parents
guidance and exerting autonomy; (c)Confronting boredom and using that as a context
to justify the undesired actions; and (d)Attending to their personal ability and its
expression. Practical suggestions regarding how to collect and analyze children’s
narratives, how to make the best use of children’s narratives collected in kindergarten
classrooms, and some valuable research topics (especially those on the relations
between children’s narrative and culture) are provided after a reflection on what the

author has learned from listening to children at sharing time.

Key words: children’s narrative, narrative structure, narrative analysis,
personal experience
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