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An Interpretive Study of Mothers’ Child-rearing
Beliefs on Child’s Autonomy in Taipei Area

Hui-fen Lin"

ABSTRACT

Multicultural researchers have argued that the same concept may have different
meanings in different cultures. The concept of child's autonomy is rooted in the
western cultural, but not in Confucianism society like Taiwan. The purpose of this
study is to explore how middle-class mothers construct the meaning of child's
autonomy through their child-rearing beliefs within the social culture context of
Taiwan. In other words, | discussed the mothers' child-rearing beliefs regarding the
following issues: First, how do Taiwanese mothers interpret the meaning of children's
autonomy? Secondly, on what ground do mothers grant autonomy to their children?
And, on which domain can children make their own decisions? Thirdly, discussing
the types of children rearing beliefs on children's autonomy. The mothers interpreted
the competence of problem solving and self-care as the main meanings of children's
autonomy. They reported infant and toddlers can gain a sense of security by
bed-sharing with their parents. The results also indicate that the mothers treat health,
security, ethics, and manners as issues that they should control while they let their
children decide their own personal events. However, for the child's best interests, the
mothers tend to give directions to guide their children on making decisions in personal
domain. Five types of parenting styles based on mother’s child rearing beliefs on
children’s autonomy were identified. The narrative account of these mothers can
provide a framework to further develop indigenous perspective for child-rearing
culture in Taiwan.

Key words: child rearing belief, child-rearing practices, autonomy,
independent, self, culture, in-depth interview
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