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The Developmental Relationships Across
Psychosocial Domains in College Students

Wen-bin Chiou”

ABSTRACT

The study based on the genetic epistemology and constructivism to explore the
developmental relationships across self-identity, practical intelligence, social paradigm
beliefs, moral reasoning, and good-life reasoning in college students. For the
developmental relationships across domains, the so-called horizontal de calage existed
across domains. The good-life reasoning (ethical reasoning) developed the latest, and
dialectical thinking, practical intelligence, and moral reasoning had parallel
developmental relations. As for the mutual influences between cognitive development
and other domains, Cross-lagged panel analysis revealed that the dialectical thinking
might be the developmental foundation for practical intelligence, moral reasoning, and
good-life reasoning and this also means the relationship between dialectical thinking
and these domains are necessary but not sufficient. Thus, the enhancement of
dialectical thinking development should result in positive influence on the

development of practical intelligence, moral reasoning and good-life reasoning.

Key words: genetic epistemology, moral reasoning, postformal thinking,
practical intelligence, psychosocial Domains
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