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The Differences in the Metacognitive Behaviors
During Writing Process Among the Sixth Graders
of Different Writing Abilities

I-chung Lu & Hui-chen Tseng”

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to compare the metacognitive behaviors during
writing process among the sixth graders of different writing ability. Twelve children
from an elementary school in Pingtung were asked to think aloud while they were
writing.  Then the metacognitive behaviors that appeared in their verbal and behavior
protocols were compared.

The results suggested few differences among the three writing groups in the total
number of the metacognitive behaviors in the planning, translating, or reviewing stages
of writing. Before writing, the children seldom set writing goal or planned for the
main idea of each paragraph. During writing, they focused on the usage of words and
punctuation, but they did not consider whether what has been written was consistent
with the title. After they finished writing, most of the children did not review what
they wrote. For those who did look back and make corrections, the changes were
made in the word level rather than the semantic level. These results indicated that the
writing behaviors of these sixth graders as a whole were very similar to the
knowledge-telling model of the writing novices.

Key words: writing process, metacognition, metacognitive behavior,
elementary school children
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