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History of Japan’s Kindergarten
Curriculum Development:
Lessons for Taiwan

Lee-fong Wong™*

ABSTRACT

Starting with the establishment of Tokyo Women's Normal School
indergarten in 1876, Japan's kindergarten education is already one hun-
ired and twenty-three years old in terms of its history. This paper
-ouches on four stages of the history of Japan’s kindergarten education:
nitial period, growth and expansion period, qualitative change period, and
-ransformation period. It deals with the developmental processes of
Japan’s kindergarten education, official curriculum standards, and imple-
nentation of kindergarten education in the various stages. The paper also
jiscusses from a historical development perspective Japan's past, present,
and likely future developments in kindergarten education. Finally, lessons
‘hat can be drawn from Japan for Taiwan’s future kindergarten curriculum

levelopment are presented to conclude the paper.
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