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Contradictions and Transformations in the Professional
Development of Cross-Border Teachers in Malaysian
Chinese Secondary Schools: A Cultural-Historical Activity
Theory Perspective

Karen Hui-Jung Chen*

Teacher professional development has undergone a paradigm shift over the past thirty
years— from unidirectional acquisition of knowledge and skills to situated learning. This
shift has brought attention to the influence of contextual factors on teacher professional
development. In recent years, increasing attention has been paid to personal factors and
school context on teacher development; however, research on cross-border teacher
professional development remains relatively scarce. Given Taiwan’s long-standing
commitment to enhancing the professional development of teachers in Malaysian Chinese
independent high schools, this study employs the cultural-historical activity theory to
conduct an in-depth analysis of the contradictions and transformations within the
transnational teacher professional development system between Taiwan and Malaysia,
aiming to understand the needs and underlying causes influencing teacher professional
development. The study employs individual interviews, focus group discussions, and
document analysis to collect data. Findings reveal that transnational teacher professional
development faces multi-level contradictions during its implementation: (1) First-level
contradictions arise within the system’s rules and division of labor, such as constraints on
training participation and heavy workload responsibilities; (2) Second-level contradictions
occur among system elements, particularly between division of labor and objectives,
reflecting inconsistencies between teachers’ and administrative units’ goals and needs; (3)
Third-level contradictions stem from the transition between old and new systems,

*Karen Hui-Jung Chen: Professor, Department of Education, National Taipei University of
Education
(corresponding author: hjchen@mail.ntue.edu.tw)
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particularly the conflict between exam-oriented education and innovative pedagogy; (4)
Fourth-level contradictions exist between the core professional development system and the
broader educational systems of Taiwanese and Malaysian Chinese independent schools.
Despite these challenges, some schools and teachers have undertaken transformative
actions that support the implementation of professional development. This study highlights
the complexity of transnational teacher professional development and underscores the
importance of multi-level collaboration, offering insights for international education policy
and practice.

Keywords: contextual factors, contradictions and transformation, cross-border
teachers, historical and cultural activity theory, teacher professional
development
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HENHER AL 30 R HEREE » BT TRy R Rz a3 -
ERIEREYE > N IIESE R E B4 B ER RS L GRIETR
T - SRFEEF L& (Johnson, 2006 ; Yan & Yang, 2019) - [t BHLEIFEEE - (i
BEMEE R RS LA ZENTE LIFBREEYE » DURBU A EEE - SIFH R

(Johnson, 2015) - FyPRAEFETAN I 2R E R A8 A= s » BRZAE el A B RI4E RS 2 91
WEE BB EIRGHEZ 2 (Shulman & Shulman, 2004 ) - Opfer £1 Pedder
(2011) #5H1 - ZEMEER R E—(EEME LS - MIFE—B0 > 2HEAN (A
i (BR) I8 E 2% E = [EfGmpiE - Wit > BETEESREE - EEER
(CVBEEE » FERBBEACEEHANEE R (25E%E > 2020 ; Durksen et al.,
2017) -

TER - HARZE - BRBREBENEESENZEC ZF|EAR (Pedder &
Opfer » 2010) » {HE3thl& BA RN 2 (R Z 8 Fy /U L > T H R ESIRZEMB B T 98 5 /L
ZAT - B ES SR E R L Z#3, (De Wit & Altbach, 2021) - A& E: 5 A3
Gh o BRI LB ARE N EINEESTE > ATER R R B PR AT L 5 5
RIS - BIEESESCRENERY - KL » A5 RIS RREE DG B IR EAET
Ko {ERFZRANSE (Karlberg & Bezzina, 2022 ) - HMERARSS B B AT H g R A A
BEEME - FHIEE R T SRR Z BB T RS S G BN R L (Cultural and
History Activity Theory, CHAT ) Rl fsH > — » BI{E Ry o3 Wi REFR G2 B Gm 20 A -
CHAT ZEHENI T R4 HHY " )& (contradictions) » tk/E Z &K IV BT -
R RyE RN R B o - (7 M RE LA RS AR 28 » HE 5 35 REAE A4
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54 (Fredriksen & Hadjerrouit, 2020) » PREE » {1 550 o1 LAKR e ST o e
STEBNATH L4 -

S J7E B BB PR TSN ST B S R A
TSI (DTS ) Z T EE R - BT A R RS SR
SEIMBERETAORT — (EHSEE - 2024) » T 2R % M
P o AT 0 AR T AR S e | (DU TRIREL) Sist > 2023
T B B SR 2 LR 60.7% (4 > 2024a) - BBV EEER] -
REEREREBCET - MR TR R PSR ARG > EE S
RS AE » B BT LR (&5 > 2016) 5 LR 2016 4
B TR A RS E RIS I 2025 FRIRTTE A AR E
Q0% (4 > 2018) - (HATERSE B BRI AT » % AR S (LA BB
BEIIHTI L BE T SE3RA2P9 % (Paine & Zeichner, 2012) » 75 B4 B B B 8 58
B o BIERERE (LA BEE 72t (% > 2023 ; Hwang, 2014) -

B AP T B (R M BT S S SR 24 0 B
S SRR SR ? SRR L SR 2 R AR H T DU S S (RS
TR A HET S A T S P T B S B S I S B T
LA ST S R TR R A R - e > T | 98 S PI i S 4
B ITREEE AR ST T B B S B R BOR 27 - PRI =

R T T B T BRI P SR 2

~ ARG 2 (B HE 2GRS BN E RN AN EA
BE 9 7 B SRR 4 M I SRS ©

= EEREIET B RSP R RS TP IE o O I BT e %
B LA B ] 2

B\ ~ SURKIENR

DU 73 R VUBR o3 AT SCRRIENRE © S S BIB BN 2 35 e ~ Z&utor & e i
JEENR R R E R BB B SR - DL S AR e e HE S 2
BRSSP L s S A S SR s U -
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— ~ CHAT Z3%&

AR IFREEZERY - TEE TSR REE - SIS AmREEE
HG ST MR R AR T st S - CHAT Bl > — > 305 N B N
R BS54k (Roth & Lee, 2007 ) - CHAT # 5 H1 Vygotsky (1978) $2i » &I
BRI T R LR B FERI R - AR R [ER L - sl B IR
HHEE - 2B TRy rEE) LR - 8 A E B E R T H B H A (E R A
MR T HAEE - MERER T ERSFZE L8 AT (Gedera, 2016) < (Kt @ 5
— CHAT BYEEEE(E(E A - (HiE i Ry B sy 1 PR -

%X CHAT DL Leont’ev (1981) Fyrfury » fE{H A& HEE S EATEE 24 -
Engestrom (1987 ) if—2 R A0 E T IS AY A e \ S BN 2 40 Hv45 i (2@ 1) - 71
RS EER - N=AIP AR EATTE) - SR EEREH 2K (BER=A1) -
EEARGANEEER > B (subject) ~ TH (tool) ~ HAE (object) ~ Al

(rule) ~ ++Ef (community) K43 T. (division of labor) - Err » T 3% | HiRdEhse 6
o EEEESEERERER " TR, 2ERAKER R &= A5
FIE G THAN E RS EEE T2 2 E XSGR R AR T R AT
BHVEERS 5 " oL BB EEE T RE S EAEBIIESE TSR 2 ERRE
REBR(H T 2 FIAV4E R - FRE SISO GE) 28 -

=
BB SR

HLA FBE B

BRAE © Bl © “Learning by Expanding: An Activity Theoretical Approach to
Developmental Research,” by Y. Engestrom, 1987. Orienta-Konsultit.
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Engestrom (1999) &5& T EBIAEAEASENRATES - 2 = RUSEN R -
R AME (L) EHASK N EE - GBS 17 > e lH S
B EERIGPR A% - 2B HAUEEIF2 B Mo (Potari, 2013 ) « g\ i EAL
EREEE 24 > ABEERZEE R ERMEETE (0E 2) - HiEt
& A LAYACE (Engestrom, 2001 ) -

2
B=REEEEN

LRIAGE © Hy [ Perspectives on Activity Theory (p. 19), by Y. Engestrém, 1991.
Cambridge University Press.

EREEAYE - JEEIER Fr(E AV S SR B E s A A > BEINE
A ° Gedera (2016 ) [B[E AIF A LiizBILEL Engestrom (1987) HyFIEEMIELE: -
R E B HIRE - AWT5E2%H Gedera SpAfr&EiR o i T ) (object) EHE R T H
%%, (objective) » BIEENHYHAE » LAG A T HIMER » LR SR AHEE -

=~ REMOP B AT R AR S e B

B EEN 2 E R IVENE » BAEE B S s TR T g
M EEME - DUB DR B ARAT5E ST (Engestrom, 1987 ) o LA HEREL
DUR Sy By ER oy a5 BH

(—) EEARGHTEER
CHAT 1y " ¥ & , (contradictions ) A [FHI > #71E 7% F 240 B A sl i 1%
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o FERE—TEZY - Ml (%) TR HEEEAE RS 0 ERGEE
B ACI (Fredriksen & Hadjerrouit, 2020 ) © [E[E » oF &t /2 & 8h 248 N H0EL £
W2 IAEREMESR ] - BIEEIER KB INERHT LR » vl TR A Az > H
BRBNE - MEETEE) AR E— B R g por & 2iE - 35 283l sE R
BEREE A - MBS (35 2RV RS SE (Engestrom, 1987) « Al » i & 4000 & A]
VE R 2B G -

Engestrom (2001 ) KBS R A & 77 R PUE g 2R 55— /& (primary
contradiction ) JZ/EEN ARMNE—ITTRAVNERT) (GRIEHE - BRI - 2020 5 Yan &
Yang, 2019) > # 5B TRSESEEE I > WA ER AEEEZENS T E - DL
Anthony Eil Clark (2011) HYRRZE Rl » S HUERHETE SURIRHY A > T IR %
IR B SRR B T IR RO N SE BGERAZAVAR AN ) BTG - WElEE " #H
H, TEEANGEXE (WE 3 27/ A) - S5 _40rE (secondary contradiction) &
SEFN RGP ETT R Z BTG o TERTEIH - (0SSR 2 2 R e o F B g 22
BRMGEE > HIBEIERARESES " HETH | SR A BEREN THE, 2
MEeE4AFE (Anthony & Clark, 2011 ; Caspari-Gnann & Sevian, 2022 ) (#1[& 3 2~
FIEB) -

=8P E (tertiary contradiction ) Ry A 2B S HEEN 24 2 AT &
Wl 2 /G E 2B E RN BRI E R BT % MEERREELETE - M
Yamagata-Lynch B Haudenschild (2009) HYIHZE Fsfol] » SEEIZE A T BRI s
EE B A A 4 - SSIR A B T RRE » SR E R PR R
HEtE - W HEORENS B - N F B2 st E e fI e B BB e R 2D
7 60 4y - NMBHB M EERER] a0 - BERGENTE (WE3ZF/EC) -

SEVUERr & (quaternary contradiction ) J& R {EARATEE) 247 < YIRS © TERITH]
W AR EER R M BRI R DU R R 60 7 R EIERERAE - UHA L H A
BEEMSEFERE (BEREPEES ) B IER T A EE > Frll o fEREEER
FEHET » FET R HEEERERE - AR IR TTE - IR NP
J& > B2 EBE T EWRMEEBAEE 2GS 2 B ELEFE ( Yamagata-Lynch &
Haudenschild, 2009 ) (& 3> F/E D)
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e (A) REHorE: (B) RFEHFE: (C) XE=Hor/&: (D) KHEMN
BF)E -
BRI ¢ £ “Using Activity Systems Analysis to Identify inner Contradictions in
Teacher Professional Development,” by L. C. Yamagata-Lynch and M. T.
Haudenschild, 2009, Teaching and Teacher Education, 25(3), p. 507.

(Z) BEBEERBEAGHT B
CHAT BEE(E A EEEFL G T - AL A S T B e & - (Rt
FERERG T o (B S S VU g KAV S B R 2R S S s o MEAR A
T IE g EAEZE > HEARRER - NMENEHERE - KES AR - 28]
RS SR e B S Y AL (FEIERT ~ BRI - 2018 : BREEMIZE A > 2013 5 Adler &
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Akad, 2024 ; Stouraitis et al., 2017 ) - Stillman (2011) 4MHTZRERFESEE FHEES T /A
T B TEREEE FENRIE - GEREUR - B E (67%) HEERL AR E T
JEHIRER BRI AR - —fL 58 T A2 ) BVEENRT] > T P& ) RS
BIEAFZE - MiEE 3 CHEEREE » NMEh—RAEEEHEEH - WRAEERENE
AR o T B AT 2 B B

HETEE) S G007 JE M T FE R A AR BB - ERETBER AR L 7S A
HEFBNEmIEMRE - f14 > EHETR R A GRE B G ET S
b LR ARV EER B (Marwan & Sweeney, 2019 ) - [ A& i A [F] 4L
HHY B T A A DUE 7 & 4y A R B g 77 74 - Caspari-Gnann Bl Sevian
(2022) WHEEE ST K/ NV - AR EREEEL  HlENE
S EBEEGBEE  BREREZ RG] BER R G Rt R - (R
EFBERERN B ER A RS - RS LRI - BRI
BHECWARE » &R F A2 -

SRk - B o T R B —ER A A A ST B 3 B B B E B P
J& » FIEEERIERERENE - Yan B2 Yang (2019) $RET RS S EEILHY
SNEBEM B B AV EES T - (SR EIRINERB RO » G RE s H 8
BRCHEREE Y E - MmN B MR ET E - WA EE e i
WE=RTE - B SHK2iH S ugor g - et - 22 —fEE
B (REfRRPIE - SR EEEEE - DURRIES 1) BRIREES I -
Yamagata-Lynch £ Haudenschild (2009 ) 534735 BBl AV @ AH AR EL RS EH
AR » SRBEBFERGNETE - R AHBENSBUEEIN B ZEETRETTE
DI B AR TR K » (H BRI AR AR 2o RN e S 88 3 0 05 L P P SR > D 3T
Bt B K2 S R HIEAE - =77 (6l - 2EARE) EEBR
[E > B THIIRER - BIR/UTIE  FE= Hatih o EErsT EHERREN HEEA
g o

Grey bt » CHAT FRECHR M A YRR » [E B — 29058 (CERSAS Y EE)EL
B - FIERET A E))  IRREI S E A EEEE RGNS - 1REEFE
{ETEBIRAZEAY TR -
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o DU (IR T B R R 2 AHRASURR -

PEER AT BEERNEEPLEETTE (IR AEERE) 25
B AR BT O EER N - R R RE S A R A A
FIMERE » R B2 g B R ( Sasson et al., 2018) > {H 2 - HEEEMBHEE
FHERET PR - FEFE R E i EE R AT BENE MR ER I - 5%
RN E N - FESCER R EAT R A B S RS SRR ZE - A RE R (E B Em e 2
17 ERy0gss (Wallace & Kang, 2004 ; Wallace & Louden, 1998 ) -

TR ER T R 2R - AT M AR AR BOR SRES  HAR R R SRIS R R
oo PR s A A E AR TE S S sk R R A R R T By 0 ER B
T T ORNEIREE ) BRI > P RE T B RIS PRS2 (Sasson
etal., 2018 ; Tippins et al., 1993)  [Aljt » FEMi TS BEEAT - TR/ e s T8l
B EEABRAVER] > A RElE BB RSB - WRBEF S E TS T
Higham - BB N EREE > TEIREE A EREEEN » NEEE4H
1THRFE (Feldman, 2000 ) « 2R ECEE - RIZARFRIGRE A & - BB A 4B s
e SR FRAREE R (BHSAK - BEBEMK - 2006 5 Pedersen & Liu, 2003 ) - (Rl » #4ATli
S BB RS o TES EANE SRV ERE (Gibbons et al., 2018) -
Feldman (2000) f5H » #Ef{E SECEATUERSE: - BENGRE ~ el - 30 RH
> DU EBEE M - R - S8 8AENE R - A E IR A EZE
AT R BUIR T 5 [ 38 (5 S B 22

Windschitl (2002) #—F45H, > EEZEEEECLE IR S INNE - R
AP LB A AR AR > T ZH S [ B A A SRS EEE T
Bl ~ B4~ BT - ZEMTEFESTTEE - HEE A EEEIrE » B
HERHIE R (Caspari-Gnann & Sevian, 2022 ) « & 052 & i AR5 AT o7 Fy PO
[ BEERERAE - BEERE - SUBRE - DUREUEREE (Windschitl, 2002) - i
U fix] B L 4 P A H S BT A A (B R B P T B U B, - (B2 B8 B B B R 2 AR P o
AL EHREL (Harvey et al., 2020 ) o

H5 o TRESHRER | ST RS T S s A YAk T R B A
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T FR AV E AR S R BB R (Windschitl, 2002) 415 25 Rilis A1ask 17 o 48
¥~ EERNER o BEDEEEA HIEREERS (Braaten & Sheth, 2017 ) - Windschitl
(2002) 583 - BB A GRS AR U L A B IR B RS - A AR
HE o NI - EREE N E N TTE  BIS RCBETEEEREL  ARE RS
A R R AEAR

H > THEERE | ERETE SR PEL (Suurtamm & Koch, 2014) - F
BRI BEN A WA B 750 0 IR DA ETE S B &) (Furtak et al., 2016) -
BEITAEBEREREGEN - ARBET N EEERERAE - B RN R BEER
W o (R AR ERE (Bocala, 2015) - [E]HF > 57 SRESHEEHE —IAPkEL - i
BET - BEN AR A E R RPN ET [E o RBR e A4 11 525 FEAR HU L iR
B AR ZWEEE = Bz - FEETE - ek E %S (Darling-
Hammond et al., 2020 ) -

F=0E T OUEHER ) EHEEECER  BETHER A AR A g
AN - PRGN ~ AR SUbE SRS AR (Windschitl, 2002) - ‘&%
AlisE B R S - IR EH CEPREREA 2082 5{L (Braaten & Sheth, 2017) » {41
AR NN R R R R EIA R - BEERE R (B e BRI R E Ehk

(Dole et al., 2016 ) - 55— J71Hl » ZAl AT AE IR H 5 U LEERME - WSR-S
(CHYERE B4R ~ AT - ZENREABR TS - (B FRER RN A
B4 DM EHEEHRANE » BHIEA U E R A (Oakes etal., 2000) -

FUVOE T BUBHEE | BETEEEEEER  FHERECR - R R EIMNT R
71 EFERE LR R - BEBERNAE - ZEEHGHEEINE (Talbert &
McLaughlin, 1993 ) o {501 » FEAEA LRI B (i s iy S ER AR B S Ry F 2 T HL - {H
E Rt ERYAE B T RAHE I R R BETN SN R AR BT
EREIEE T EOK (Braaten & Sheth, 2017) » [H4h - REFMH & HEMTEF R
HHENEERR ] - FE R RINE R A DS i SN EBEENRREER
FHEL - EEAETEE GBI ZET AR N EE - HFBLNTR R %1 (Caspari-
Gnann & Sevian, 2022 ) -

P ERSEE AR EER - EEEE AR RS E S (BESRE) » B3
ETEVECRE R (BEWEE) » AR ZAN B A f R = BB B b & (SUBR
5 BEEERIEA - HEBER (BUBRER) - AT M B R M 1A FH
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BESh > BRI RS (R ~ #EE ~ SUEEBUGREE ) AT BLE S Em U
B4R 7P JE A NG A ST - E ST o AR S BRI IR B T RE AR B A A
REQELTE  HENESHERT " TR TRONETE - EREPOTE
HAR > FATEE AR i e 2K B BB S A B2 E 7 A Bk B S A PR S04
GTHEENER  MHENGEHERmY " TR B MTEZE - BENHN R

(LHE) #W24g (HEEREGAZ—) ZHEELETE - B= > HEEEN - B4
FEHEE TR = P s - EER B BETEE R R AR E U E A e 7FE*
PASTABIRER - 2500 > FATEMEAERE - FEEESR - (L@ E LR E /NI
SRR - nHERDEENERAVEIISCT S o LR R ER TS B A 2 A R
57 o

V9 ~ RS2 PE SR EE SR P AT SR S R R B PSS B AT R SR SR T

B ENBE RN - SR RTERE B A > HBETE RS R 2B
BERERERM AR E - BrsE RS mA > 5 1984 Fi25
B AL o DU T ST B S e IS B L s BT B B SR 2 e U T o0 AT

(—) P HETEERRIRSE

TREEE S Fee iy P b (L M P AR SR SR IR » S48 = (EfF (s

1 RIS - BV OMEIERIRTEE 247 - S R8s BRGNS - B HS
ARPH B M EE NSRRI > BN RAIL P > AR EREEBUFER (HEHEE -
2013) A B E AR PG A > MR S AP i B B BEE SR A - T2
EAER T ERBET GG ) (B HATEGT T ERE ) ARSI RIS
— R BB SUEH) 0 SEGRAES S (RIRF KR E IR - DT
fE GEERE - BURER> 2018) - e 2023 4 > H2kpqnidtss 63 Fraecig - B2Ea
Bk 78,504 A - AT KRy 4,815 A (4 > 2024b) -

B EFELL T HESL ) BT B REAPEE RN T, AE - B
R RS - BRI LgHELMEE?EH‘E%EU%QEﬂﬁE’]Eﬂi BERE N
bt > N EFHHETESEEENBERE P E S (oLzE - 2024) - fEREER T - ST
DI SR RBETENEE > Wit > BEARZ T BEFRESR > REOA
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EHBENEECE (FHE > 2013) -

2. MBI AT AN RN T ¢ AR E - AT 1980 FE(UAL
1L TETERE R (BRIESE " REBEE ) AFEPRENER - KREEATT
Z - HN PSR R AN E AT E R B &RV - THRERBEERTERS
TE - G755 - B BHRBATEEIEE 0 h=18E « £ B EZELREAFE
3Dt (1984 4F) : EHWHEAEEATHEI AL (DUTNEWMEAA) &F  #EhREATE
BN 2 1% (JEJEEREL) » DUEFR BT AENF e E a2

(V28 > 2024 ) < 55 P B Ry PRt P& B (1987~2004 4F ) @ EMBIZEBEHEET
E1F - FFERRAE 20 (5% - FBE P RE AT 28 = FrAlE K2 gE % 5 S
o (HEREIFAEBIIABROTER - 22 (4 > 2025a) - SF=FEE REEEE e
J 2GR (2015 i~ ) @ PEFBERIGNN 722 - B2 S e E B AT AT
AT [o g T e R R R o 2015 FREFHEE =R R (BREIERE - thELK
BEIEMBHRR ) Rt UFSREE » R RN E B E 2R E R
W EE B WP REEATHESEANESZ S - BEAEME (28 - PEE
FARPERE ) FHE - E R RIE SRR - 2022 4 - AP nE AT R 07 RERER
BrEihr 2 REWINAGIE @ 22 S5 B ATEE (FE4 > 20253) -

HR - AT 7 - ELE AR SRR B AT B AT S R B - 70
Fy=PEEL - SE—FEE RBREIEEL (1994 4F) : HEANMEFNEIRAERE > A& 37 A28
WERSBEMERESCRRIE - B FEEES THad e ) BEZ860F » MHEAEH
FEUBERME (1997~2016 4F) : T Fréc oB b |, HEHEE ASSRERT > 3220 2010
FBLEATREE » R 2014 4ERg NStz (LamfARsE (DUT AR ) &1F > HE
TR B NS SR P BT E R SRR EMESREEE R (EHE
2015) - {HIRZRA THrac o2l | ARy DAL T RERER R | TR o B = IREE R
BEEUBHEDIIEE: (2017~) @ A E BB S MERTE RS (DU S EAR ) ~ 226
KEME - AR "HEBEURHEI > DZ - B E 50 SEFE SIS

(44 > 2025b)

3. BICAAIAVH AT EE R AR - H B LR 8y 7 T
BB R - T RBOS RN BEN S EE) - ZETEEE - LEHERK
BRG] AL HFENE RE2 L (Julagg » 2024) - Hep » AR HAINH &
By~ REVE - Gl R s e > HEERRETEERRE - L T A
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HEEE ) DR EERE  WaSES  FISEEEARE  FEHE
WETEL TS CE ERnIR A M (B EE) - BB R e B B BRI 3 > Bh &
BB RIS AR ECE 7745 (R > 2019 5 tH K » 2013) -

(Z) BHESRBETEES RN

e Hir AR i i S R B B S R R B0 =IRR (R Bt BB
Brh R > R RIHE—EE (R - BIHAZEEE (ZFrERNE
BHETRE SCREN) » BT E RS R EERE - EAEE 2017 R > BIEZATR
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